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upon as an unfortunate incident which the gentlemanly
Powers would not care to mention.

After the Boer War the increasing activities and
demands of Germany drew England and France to*
gether. The Tripartite Treaty of 1906 was evidence
of this new departure, besides being a typical product
of pre-war imperial diplomacy. It is of great importance
for it is the real basis of Anglo-Italian policy which has
been continued without any real break until to-day.
The terms of the Anglo-Italian Pact of 1938 follow
closely the lines of its thirty-year-old predecessor so
far as concerns North-East Africa* We shall see later
in this book how one at least of the British foreign
policies has been quite consistent, and that this Treaty,
confirmed and strengthened in 1925, has been the basis
on which it was founded.

The three Powers began by declaring their intention
of maintaining the status quo in Ethiopia, and then,
with a delicate modesty regarding their ability to
achieve this end, the remainder of the Treaty deals
with the arrangements which should follow if the
status quo should happen, to be disturbed. The three
Powers would then co-operate in safeguarding their
respective interests, and laid down at some length
what those interests were. Great Britain claimed
to control Lake Tana and the Ethiopian tributaries
of the Nile. France would have obtained the hinter-
land of French Somaliland, and also a zone in which
to build a railway from Jibuti to Addis Ababa. Italy
was given 'the hinterland of her possessions and
the territorial connection between them to the west
of Addis Ababa/ The * connection* meant the land
between Eritrea and her new territory in Somaliland,
jmd this is virtually the whole of Ethiopia which is of